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Among the many uses to which cut sheet rubber is put,
either in the vulcanized or unvulcanized condition, may be
mentioned tobacco pouches, surgical goods of various kinds,
what are known as " feeding-bottle" outfits, dress pre-
servers, black india-rubber tubing, balloons, squeakers,
and such like products of an advanced civilization. The
electrical industry also makes considerable demands upon
cut sheet in the form of strip in the cable manufacture,
though in its special application of a first coating on the
wire its popularity is also shared by spread and rolled strip.
To say a few words about some of the more important of
these articles, commencement may be made with the tobacco
pouch, which is largely, though by no means exclusively,
made from cut sheet. The process is a comparatively simple
one, the two pieces of rubber being cut or stamped out of
the sheet to the required shape and the edges joined by
pressure of the work-girl's finger and thumb. Vulcaniza-
tion is effected by the hot vapours of chloride of sulphur, the
pouches, put on to wooden moulds, being hung up in a steam-
heated chamber.
Another process of vulcanization consists in immersing
the pouch in a sulphur bath and afterwards heating it in
steam. In the case of the well-known red crocodile pouch
of Warne and Company, spread sheet containing red
sulphide of antimony is used, and the vulcanization is effected
by heat. This, of course, does not call for consideration under
cut sheet goods, but it is mentioned here as a matter of
convenience. Bed steam-cured pouches are also made by
the Davidson Eubber Company, U.S.A.. On the Con-
tinent, the pouch manufacture has made but little progress,
this being no doubt largely attributable to the fact that the